


same is a short film that explores the changes we experience while growing 
up, and the certain elements in life we never outgrow with age. Even though we grow 
physically, we pertain past internal characteristics into adulthood. The idea is meant to 
inspire others to appreciate, cherish and/or remember their youth. The one thing inside 
me that has never changed since I was a child is the love for my dog, Chi Chi. The 
video has a clear message that people can relate to even if it is more of a personal 
reflection of my life.

Although my physical appearance changes with age, my love for Chi Chi will 
always  remain  the  same.  In  order  to  present  this  idea  in  an  interesting  way,  two 
sequences of events were filmed exactly the same way, but with different actors, then 
compiled together to create an illusion of a single character instead of two. Throughout 
the  video,  the  footage switches  from the  young me (played  by my brother,  Boris 
Leung) and the present me. The continuous seamless shift from past and present is 
the main visual component that helps bring the idea into fruition. The intent is to test 
the viewers' attention to detail and if they noticed the sequence was played by two 
different people. Even though it is clearly revealed near the end, it will get the viewers 
thinking and re-watching to search for those subtle interchanges they might not have 
noticed the first time. This was achieved by filming the two sequences very similarly 
and strategically swapping back and forth smoothly at the appropriate times. Boris and 
I wore similar clothing to further improve the deception. Near the end, both Boris and I 
appear in the same frame to ensure the viewer understands the two characters are 
actually the same person. In addition, the text was added to further clarify any possible 
confusion. To assure the juxtaposition of the age with Chi Chi was believable, his fur 
was trimmed for  the 'young'  scenes to emulate a younger appearance.  The audio 
greatly contributed by setting the mood for each scene. The fast-paced preparation 
scenes in the beginning was paired with abrupt sound effects to let the viewers know 
this part of the video is merely an exposition and has minor significance. When the 
music track cues (piano played by Daniel  Tse),  the flow of  the video slows down, 
highlighting that this is where the rising action of the story begins. From that point 
onwards, the events of the video was closely edited in conjunction to the beat of the 
music for a smoother visual progression. Since growth is a concept that can easily be 
clichéd or predicted, I wanted to create something that was simple and interesting. The 
believability of the story solely relied on the intricate editing and consistency of hues, 
lighting, attention to detail and overall flow of the editing.

The  concept  of  the  video  is  very  straightforward  showing  the  essence  of 
preserving something internal of  our past into the present.  Hopefully the video will 
encourage viewers to reminiscence the past, and appreciate the characteristics they 
pertained into  the present.  The illusion makes the video interesting to  watch,  and 
challenges the average viewer's  observatory skills.  Although this  may not  fool  the 
audience with experience in media, it will be a video with interesting editing and shots 
they may appreciate. The story is very simple. But has a very sentimental meaning 
that many people will be able to enjoy and relate to.


